
HHS Office of Intergovernmental and External 
Affairs News Bulletin: Friday, October 25, 2013 
Visit HHS.gov/Healthcare and CuidadodeSalud.Gov, two consumer-focused health care websites to: find 
insurance options, compare care quality, and learn about the law.  How is the Affordable Care Act 
helping you? Share your story here.  
 
Secretary’s Corner 
 

 October 24, 2013 
Secretary Sebelius posted a blog titled “Getting Help Enrolling in the Health Insurance 
Marketplace is Only a Phone Call Away” discussing the different options people have whether 
they just have a question or are ready to enroll in quality, affordable health coverage. Read 
the Secretary’s post here.  
 

 October 24, 2013 
Secretary Sebelius posted a blog on “How the Affordable Care Act Improves the Lives of 
American Women”. “Thanks to the health care law, more than 47 million women have 
guaranteed access to preventive services without cost-sharing.” Read the Secretary’s post 
here.  
 

 October 23, 2013 
Secretary Sebelius shared an infographic that provides a snapshot of where we are on 
improving HealthCare.gov. View the post here.  
 

 October 22, 2013 
Secretary Sebelius posted a statement announcing key steps the Department is taking as part 
of a tech surge to continue to improve the consumer experience on HealthCare.gov. This new 
infusion of talent will bring a powerful array of subject matter expertise and skills, including 
extensive experience scaling major IT systems. View the statement here.  

                                                                                                   
Affordable Care Act News 
 

 October 25, 2013 
A Quick-Start Guide to the Health Insurance Marketplace Application is now available here.  
 

 October 24, 2013 
HHS released a rule finalizing a number of policies related to the implementation of the 
Affordable Care Act, including provisions regarding Affordable Insurance Exchanges, also 
known as the Health Insurance Marketplaces. Read more about the program integrity rule 
here.  
 

 October 23, 2013 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) put out $188 million in Marketplace 
establishment grants in the states of AR, CT, DC, ID, IA, RI, and MN. You can read more about 
establishment grants in your State here.     
 

Health Care Blog Posts 
 

 October 22, 2013 
Deborah L, a New Hampshire native, is a recent enrollee in the Health Insurance Marketplace. 
Due to a pre-existing condition, the only option she had before the Affordable Care Act was 
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her state’s high-risk insurance pool. Deborah “couldn’t be happier” that she now has coverage 
that will begin January 1st, 2014. Read Deborah’s story here.  
 

 October 21, 2013 
Enrolling just a day after the Health Insurance Marketplace opened, Daniel, a 22 year old from 
Orlando, Florida, is one of the millions of Americans eligible for affordable health coverage 
through the Health Insurance Marketplace. Daniel says he’s “thrilled” to get coverage at the 
price he got it, and is relieved to be covered. Read Daniel’s story here.  
 

 October 21, 2013 
We know using HealthCare.gov has been frustrating for many Americans. The initial consumer 
experience of HealthCare.gov has not lived up to the expectations of the American people. We 
are committed to doing better. Read about some of our most important changes so far in 
response directly to the feedback we’ve been getting here.  
 

 October 21, 2013 
Open enrollment in the Health Insurance Marketplace is here and we’re working hard to help 
you get covered. We’re making improvements to HealthCare.gov and more people are 
applying and getting covered every day. There are 4 ways to apply for coverage in the Health 
Insurance Marketplace. Read about them here.  
 

 October 20, 2013 
The Department of Health and Human Services provided an update on the state of 
HealthCare.gov, addressing initial issues with the site and explaining its improvements. Read 
the blog post here.  

White House Health Care Blog Posts 
 

 October 25, 2013 
Megan Slack posted a blog discussing the preventing services that are critical to keeping 
women healthy and how thanks to the Affordable Care Act, insurance companies are now 
restricted from charging women higher costs simply because they are women, or because of 
any pre-existing conditions, including breast cancer. And, preventive care, such as well-
women visits and mammograms, are now free for women with no out-of-pocket costs. Read 
Megan’s blog post here.   
 

 October 25, 2013 
Katherine Vargas posted a blog relating to how the ACA now allows young adults to be on 
their parents’ plan until age 26 and not have to choose between paying their rent or 
maintaining their health insurance. This policy has already benefitted 913,000 Latino young 
adults who otherwise would have been uninsured. Read Katherine’s blog post here. 
 

 October 24, 2013 
Valerie Jarrett posted a blog regarding the White House entrance to the Naval Observatory 
being lit pink in honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Valerie shares a very personal story 
about her mother and how her ability to access high quality health care saved her life. Read 
Valerie’s story here.  
 

 October 23, 2013 
Megan Slack posted a video blog about three people who shared their experiences using the 
new Health Insurance Marketplaces and why they are happy with their new coverage. Watch 
the video blog here.  
 

 October 21, 2013 
Chris Jennings posted a blog regarding Ohio’s Medicaid expansion and how it will provide 
health coverage for 270,000 previously uninsured residents. Ohio is joining a trend we’re 
seeing across the country where both Republican and Democratic governors and state 
lawmakers are moving past political rhetoric, and enacting common-sense health policies that 
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provide residents with quality, affordable coverage, reducing the burden of uncompensated 
care, reducing the population of uninsured, and injecting significant resources into the local 
economy. Read Chris’ blog post here.  
 

 October 21, 2013 
Megan Slack posted a blog discussing what’s being done to make HealthCare.gov better. Read 
her post here.  
 

 October 21, 2013 
Dr. Tung Thanh Nguyen posted a blog announcing the continuation of the Google+ Hangout 
Series on the Health Insurance Marketplace, with the next session to be held in Vietnamese. 
During the Hangout, there will be a live question and answer period with Vietnamese-speaking 
representatives from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Read more of Dr. 
Nguyen’s post here.   
 
 

Educational Materials  
Below you’ll find materials related to the implementation of the Affordable Care Act.  
Info-Grapahics 
View all our Flickr Info-Graphs page here. 

 
Public Service Announcement/Address 
 
Health Insurance Marketplace  
For more information about the Health Insurance Marketplace including official resources, research, 
news, and events visit http://marketplace.cms.gov/ 
 
Marketplace Updates 
For information on how to sign up for coverage through the Health Insurance Marketplace, including text 
message and email updates visit http://www.healthcare.gov/marketplace/index.html 
 
State by State Fact Sheets 
Choose your state to learn more about the immediate benefits of the Affordable Care Act, 
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/information-for-you/index.html 
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